HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVES
the corresponding perspectives of Nominalism and
middle-class socialism "were correspondingly weak.
This distinction between Russian and Western
economic and social development is vital to an
understanding of the local flavour of the communist
perspective in modern Russia.
Middle-class socialism, which hinges essentially
upon considerations of-the relations between the
individual and the community, was the final product of
nineteenth-century heart searchings. It is only to-day
that we are beginning to emerge from the confused
and idealistic hopings and dream ings of this age. The
great, middle-class concept of Liberty, having essential
historical relevance only to a world of expanding
horizons for men with "just a little capital," was, like
the earlier self-questionings of the Reformation, a
necessary element in the material situation.
Liberal Socialism, Social Democracy, Political
Humanitarianism, and so on, all of these delectable
things express the heart searchings of an expanding
age, an age when little men who were lifting them-
selves out of the mean streets of poverty into the new
comforts of suburbia, craved to comfort themselves
with Christian good feelings towards their neighbours,
both above and below, but especially above. Social
science, under the segis of these half-conscious
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